
Cemetery Records

Using cemetery records to enhance 
genealogy research
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Accessing Cemetery Records

• Family Search /Family Tree
• Ancestry.com
• MyHeritage
• HistoricGraves.com (Ireland)
• BillionGraves.com
• FindaGrave.com
• Deceased Online. ...
• Findmypast.com (UK)
• Commonwealth War Graves Commission
• The Genealogist
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Advantages of Cemetery Specific Sites

• You can participate

• Records are more detailed

• Images of gravestones

• Obelisks

• Find related family members

• Search specific and nearby cemeteries for related information
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Find A Grave
Membership is free

http://www.findagrave.com
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FindAGrave.com

• Largest Site
• Memorials are found in searches on Ancestry, Family Search 

and others.
• Expanding with international graves

• Research your family – no need to register

• To Contribute – Must register
• Add memorials
• Add photographs 
• Link family members 
• Suggest edits

• Membership is free – go ahead and register
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Search Screen
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Searching on Find A Grave

• Search by name
• Date of Birth / Date of Death– (Exact, Before, After, year+-)

• Add location

• Cemetery search by location
• Enter city or county and location field will begin to provide options

• Add partial or full name

• Search “see more memorials…” (to the right side)
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Family Links – Find a Grave

• Each grave has an assigned number.

• Researchers add family members by using Edit function and adding 
their grave assigned number

• You can click on family member name and it will take you to the 
FindAGrave memorial to gather more information. 

• This may lead to unlinked family members in another location.
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Cemetery 
Photographs
Cemetery

People

Stories

Documentation
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Obelisk
Obelisks often have lots of research value

Carefully review the pictures

Dates you didn’t have

Names of relatives
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Cemetery Maps

Linked maps may not be accurate.  

Actual locations of memorials could be 
anywhere within the cemetery (1000’s of 
graves in larger cemeteries)

GPS coordinates to specific memorials is 
possible. 
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Join Find A Grave

Stone Creek Genalogy Club - 23 March 2023 14



End 
Demonstration
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Add Memorials
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Add - 2
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Edit Memorial
This is where you add relationships by 
inserting the FindaGrave ID #. 

You can add biographical information

You can edit other information.

When you edit… it is just a recommendation 
to the “owner” of the memorial who will 
review the content before approving and 
changes.
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Should you Clean Memorials?

• Ask permission

• If stone is damaged or unstable do not do anything

• Step by Step Guide on How To Clean A Headstone (memorials.com)
• https://www.memorials.com/info/how-to-clean-a-headstone/

• NEVER us metal (brushes, screw drivers, etc)
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